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SUBJECT: SPANISH INTEREST IN SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS STATEMENT 
REE: MADRID 1819 

1. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION IN NAPLES ON MARCH 15, SECRETARY 
GENERAL LUNS SAID: BEGIN QUOTE: IT IS A FACT WHICH HAS NOTHING 
TO DO WITH THE REGIME IN SPAIN THAT SPAIN OCCUPIES A VERY IMPOR- 
TANT STRATEGIC POSITION IN EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

THERE IS THE BARRIER OE THE PYRENEES, THERE ARE THE NAVAL 
BASES ON THE COAST OF SPAIN AND FINALLY THERE IS THE QUESTION 
THAT SPAIN IS A NEIGHBOR OF FRANCE AND PORTUGAL. I WOULD SAY 
JUST AS SPAIN WAS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE LAST WAR, ALTHOUGH IT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DID NOT TAKE PART, IT DID PRESERVE ITS NEUTRALITY, SO IT 
WILL BE HIGHLY SIGNIEICANT HOW SPAIN BEHAVES IN ANY FUTURE CONFLICT. 
WE DO NOT DEAL WITH THE INTERNAL SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENTS OF COUNTRIES 
EITHER IN THE ALLIANCE OR OUTSIDE THE ALLIANCE. SO I WOULD 
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NOT GET INTO EVALUATION OE THE SPANISH SYSTEM IN THE POLITICAL 
SENSE. I HAVE SAID THAT SPAIN IN THE MILITARY SENSE IS AN 
IMPORTANT COUNTRY AND IT HAS A LARGE ARMY AND THE ELEET 
HAS SOME NEW AND VERY EIND EIGHTING SHIPS. END QUOTE. 

2. MARCH 17, THE NATO SPOKESMAN CATEGORICALLY DENIED 

PRESS REPORTS QUOTING SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS AS HAVING STATED 
THAT SPAIN MIGHT POSSIBLY BECOME AMEMBER OF NATO. DR. LUNS, TO 
THE CONTRARY, THE SPOKESMAN SAID, STATED AT HIS NAPLES PRESS 
CONFERENCE THAT, WITH REGARD TO SPAIN, SIGNATORIES OF THE NATO 
ALLIANCE MUST AGREE UNANIMOUSLY AND, THEREFORE, THE IDEA OF GETTING 
SPAIN INTO THE ALLIANCE WAS NOT REALISTIC. FYI, HE HAD BEEN 
ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE ALLIANCE UNDERTAKING NEW 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH COUNTRIES OUTSIDE THE ALLIANCE SUCH AS SPAIN. 

3. THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S STATEMENTS CLEARLY WERE NOT INTENDED 
AS SIGNALS BUT SIMPLY WERE RESPONSES TO JOURNALISTS' QUESTIONS 
ON THE POSITION OF SPAIN. 

BRUCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 18 AUG 1999 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 MAR 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GollnoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NATO01496 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 11652 GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: NATO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750398/abbrzlvc.tel 

Line Count: 76 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: n/a 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: MADRID 1819 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GollnoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 5 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <15 APR 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <16 APR 2003 by GollnoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SPANISH INTEREST IN SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS STATEMENT 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, NATO, SP 

To: MADRID NIACT INFO STATE 

BRUSSELS 

BONN 

LISBON 

LONDON 

NAPLES 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


PARIS 

ROME 

USCINCEUR 
USCINCUSAFE 
Type; TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



